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Trust love 
not docs

★
YOU 

know 

when we’re facing 

hard times when we buy 

more... lipstick! It’s a well-

known economic indicator, 

first noted after the Great 

Depression. They call it the 

Lipstick Index and it reflects 

our need to cheer ourselves 

up cheaply. Sales in Britain 

are booming right now. 

Oh dear!

3 points to  
ponder

Smart blame 
trick, Theresa

Champagne 
super no-no
ONE of the most brilliant bits of 
flying first class with a posh 
airline is the way the cabin staff 
greet you with a lovely smile and 
a fresh glass of 
bubbly.

Well, no more 
for me. Did you 
see the secret 
video of a 
stewardess 
pouring 
champagne dregs 
back into the 
bottle, 
presumably for 
recycling to other 
passengers?  And all the stories 
coming out about the goings-on 
behind the scenes of our other 
favourite service industries?

Don’t read them or you’ll never 
go out. Some things you don’t 
need to know. And next time you 
fly, bring your own bottle.

Puppy love is  
going too far
SOME people are so crazy 
about their dogs, aren’t they?

I’ve only just become a dog 
owner myself, and while I love 
my little Ellie to bits, you have 
to draw a line

So I have a lot of sympathy 
for one very brave woman, 
Gigliola Breviario, who’s the 
mayor of Pontirolo Novo in 
northern Italy.

She has had to issue a 
proclamation banning dogs 
from being ring bearers at 
local weddings. She’s fed up 
with it. The last straw was 
when a couple wanted 
both their bull mastiffs to 
carry the rings.

As a local politician she 
accepted that dogs were 
important but she 
insisted that “marriage 
is an important, serious 
thing”. I totally agree.

How daft. Loving 
your dog doesn’t mean 
you have to lose your 
brain. And what about 
affording your dogs a 
bit of dignity too?

COULD it be that our politicians 
are at last behaving like grown-
ups and joining forces, never 
mind their party loyalties?

Prime Minister May has 
reportedly invited Hilary Benn 
and Yvette Cooper to join a 
cross-party Brexit commission.

Two people who are just too 
good to languish on the shadow 
back benches. I think it’s a great 
idea to use all the brains 
available. Might stop all the 
bickering. And very handy too, 
should things go wrong – to 
spread the blame.

You don’t 
SAY

I’m worth it. I’ve been in 
the job a long time and 

you do tend to get increases 
over time in most jobs

Britain’s highest paid 
university boss Dame Glynis 
Breakwell, who earns £451,000.

 something to do with the high rates of 
Sids, sudden infant death syndrome, 
but they kept quiet about it. 

Here in Britain doctors actually 
agreed to do nothing while there 
was a life-saving campaign going 
on in New Zealand. They thought 

it a good idea if 
we in Britain 
 a c t e d  a s  a 
 “control” so 
that death rates 
i n  N e w 
Zealand and 
here could 
l a t e r  b e 
 compared. 

So my baby, and countless 
hundreds of others need 
not have died in that time.

I still feel so angry about 
it. Great Ormond Street 
hospital is, and always has 
been, the jewel in Britain’s 
medical crown.

But it is truly upsetting to see this 
 protracted battle going on between the 
medical experts and the parents about 
who knows best for little Charlie.

Tomorrow the US doctor is coming to 
Britain to assess Charlie for himself.

Then we’ll see if the British courts will 
give way. I hope they do.

I think the love these parents show 
should outweigh the law that’s  preventing 
them from being able to seek that one 
glimmer of hope for their child.

WITH so much negative news 
around it is truly wonderful to see 
the determined outpouring of 
love directed towards one little 
boy – Charlie Gard. 

I know his predicament is tragic and 
his future bleak, but his 
parents have shown us all 
that his little life, fragile 
as it is, is a blessing worth 
fighting for. 

The doctors at Great 
Ormond Street  are 
 desperate to do what is 
best for him, and anxious 
to avoid his unnecessary 
suffering – and I applaud 
them for that. 

His parents want to take him to 
America for a “last chance” treatment 
that doctors here say is futile and could 
cause him pain. 

But given that the alternative is his 
inevitable death, what’s the harm, really?  
    It’s not as if his parents are expecting 
the NHS to pay for the controversial US 
treatment. They’ve crowd-funded more 
than £1million. Do doctors always know 
best? No, they’re only human too.

And sometimes they even make giant 
mistakes, as I know only too well. 

For many decades, doctors told us 
parents we should sleep our babies on 
their tummies. By 1991, when my son died 
of cot death, many doctors had already 
figured out that sleep position had 

MEE THE WAG: Dog wedding

BRING on the nanny state if it helps with 
this latest epidemic of 
mindless violence. 

These depraved acid attacks 
seem to be so random and 
careless you can’t even call 
them hate crimes because 
there appears to be no 
passion or feeling at all, just a callous 
contempt for society and fellow human 

beings. I’d like to see our police more 
visible and I’m not worried about 
having to justify with the local 
shopkeeper my need to buy a 
bottle of bleach or drain cleaner.

Let’s listen to the victims, and 
put their feelings first.

One petition, started by one of 
the acid victims, who says she’s in 
hospital waiting for her face to grow 

back, calls for a ban on the sale of acid to 
anyone without a licence and restrict 
sales of other everyday corrosive 
substances like drain cleaners, bleach 
and battery fluid.

Street gangs are using acid more 
because of the crackdown on knives and 
guns. So let’s crack down on this, too.

Never mind the cries of “nanny state”. 
Sometimes that’s what’s needed.

WE NEED NANNY STATE TO STOP ACID ATTACKS

RACHAEL BLETCHLY 
IS AWAY

I can’t believe the chic of that Brigitte 
DON’T you just adore France’s first lady Brigitte 
Macron?

She has such style, she must have given 
Melania Trump a few restless nights, just 
wondering what to wear at the next event.

We all knew President Trump’s first visit to 
France would be a dress-to-impress challenge, 
but I bet Melania has never felt so threatened in 
the style stakes, and by a woman old enough to 
be her mother and rather more suited in age to 

Donald… (And Melania to Emmanuel?) 
While I find Madame Macron intriguing, 
what with her history – she met her 
husband when she was his teacher and her 
daughter was in the same class as the 
young Emmanuel – I am also annoyed.

She’s three years older than me. So 
for all of us “women of a certain age” 
she has raised the fashion and flair 
bar so high it’s practically painful.

FLAIR: 
Madame 
Macron

HOPES: Baby Charlie Gard  

1 Vivian Leigh 
played Scarlett 

O’Hara in one of 
cinema’s best ever 

movies. Now they’re 
selling off her 

treasures. What I 
wouldn’t give for her 

personal copy of the novel 
Gone With The Wind. Bidding 

starts at seven grand.

2 A survey says most of us 
Brits wait a good three 

months before daring to 
say “I love you”. 

3 She was such 
a good 

customer. A size 
22 woman who  

ate Indian 
takeaways each 

night has cut back 
and lost 6 stone after 

the shock of getting a 
Christmas card from them.


